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The 2000 US Census states that African American people make up 12.8 percent of the
country’s total population. They are the largest racial minority group in the United States.

In Minnesota, African Americans make up 4.6 percent of the population (2000 US Census). The
majority of African Americans in the state reside in its urban and suburban areas.

Disproportionate representation of African American children in Minnesota’s child welfare
system is an ongoing concern. Along with Native American children, they have the highest
rates of contact with child protection. African American children were 4 times more likely to be
reported as abused or neglected than White children were (MN Child Welfare Report 2008).

National

» Working with African American Families, Child Welfare Information Gateway

. African American Children in Foster Care (2007], GAO Report to Committee on Ways and
Means

% Stop! Hear a Child’s Cry—African American Children and Domestic Violence: Prevention and
Intervention (2007), Institute on Domestic Violence in the African American Community
(IDVAAC])

% True Dads Documentary, Center for Urban Families

% Child Welfare System Involvement of African Americans: Jones County, Illinois

% Presentation by Dr. Carl C. Bell (2007), Gamble-Skogmo Forum on Evidence-Based Practice
and Cultural Competence

% Cultural Competence, African Americans, & Domestic Violence (audio webcast), IDVAAC

< Disproportionate Representation of Ethnic or Racial Groups, Texas Department of Family &
Protective Services

< IDVAAC, University of Minnesota School of Social Work

% African American Children: State Level Measures of Child Well-Being from the 2000
Census, KidsCount

% Facts on the Black or African American Population, US Census Bureau

< African American History, University of Washington
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Minnesota

% A Practice Guide for Working with African American Families in the Child Welfare System
(2008), MN DHS

< African American Comparative Case Review Study Report (2005), MN DHS

< Study of Outcomes for African American Children in MN’s Child Protection System (2002)
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https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Legacy/DHS-5408A-ENG
http://www.childwelfare.gov/systemwide/cultural/families/african.cfm
http://www.cwla.org/advocacy/GAO07816.pdf
http://idvaac.org/multimedia/video/aachildrendv.html
http://idvaac.org/multimedia/video/aachildrendv.html
http://www.cfuf.org/multimedia
http://www.racemattersconsortium.org/docs/whopaper6.pdf
http://www.cehd.umn.edu/ssw/G-S/EBP/culturalcompetence/webflash/bell.html
http://www.idvaac.org/Currentinitiatives/CulturalCompetence/webcasts.html
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/about/renewal/cps/disproportionality.asp
http://www.idvaac.org/index.html
http://www.aecf.org/upload/PublicationFiles/DA3622H414.pdf
http://www.aecf.org/upload/PublicationFiles/DA3622H414.pdf
http://www.census.gov/pubinfo/www/NEWafamML1.html
http://guides.lib.washington.edu/history-africanam
http://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Legacy/DHS-4702-ENG
http://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Legacy/DHS-4702-ENG
http://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Legacy/DHS-4575-ENG
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/socwork/nrcfcpp/downloads/MN-Study-2002.pdf

