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In the early 1970s Native American children were disproportionately represented in foster care
and adoption in Minnesota. Also at issue was the percentage of Native American children who
were placed into non-Indian homes. The federal Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) of 1978
mandated the recognition of tribal sovereignty and specific protocols for child welfare services
with Native American families. However, Native American children in Minnesota continue to be
disproportionately represented in the child welfare system.

There are 12 federally recognized tribes in Minnesota. The tribes generally fit into two groups:
the Anishinaabe and the Dakota (Culture Care Connection). These tribes are:

Bois Forte Band of Chippewa

Fond du Lac Ojibwe

Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe

Lower Sioux Indian Community

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe

Minnesota Chippewa Tribe

Prairie Island Indian Community (Dakota)
Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux

Upper Sioux Indian Community

White Earth Ojibwe

Resources
National

» About the Indian Child Welfare Act, Child Welfare Information Gateway

» Spotlight on Working with Tribes, Children’s Bureau Express

ICWA Compliance, National Indian Child Welfare Association

A Practical Guide to the Indian Child Welfare Act, Native American Rights Fund

National Indian Child Welfare Association

Indian Child Welfare Issues, National Resource Center for Permanency & Family

Connections

» Reconciliation in Child Welfare: Touchstones of Hope for Indigenous Children, Youth &
Families (2006)

» Key Factors in Forensic Interviews with Native American Children (2005), National District
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http://www.boisforte.com/
http://www.fdlrez.com/
http://www.maicc.org.php53-9.dfw1-2.websitetestlink.com/business/grand-portage-band-of-lake-superior-chippewa/
http://www.llojibwe.com/
http://www.lowersioux.com/
http://millelacsband.com/
http://www.mnchippewatribe.org/
http://www.prairieisland.org/
http://www.redlakenation.org/
http://www.shakopeedakota.org/
http://www.uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov/
http://www.whiteearth.com/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/systemwide/courts/icwa.cfm
http://cbexpress.acf.hhs.gov/index.cfm?event=website.viewSection&issueID=103&subsectionID=19
http://www.nicwa.org/Indian_Child_Welfare_Act/
http://www.narf.org/icwa/
http://www.nicwa.org/
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/socwork/nrcfcpp/info_services/indian-child-welfare.html
http://www.fncfcs.com/sites/default/files/docs/Touchstones_of_Hope.pdf
http://www.fncfcs.com/sites/default/files/docs/Touchstones_of_Hope.pdf
http://www.ndaa.org/pdf/update_vol_18_number_6_2005.pdf
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Attorneys Association

Resources on Tribal Child Welfare from the Training and Technical Assistance Network,
Children’s Bureau Express

Indian Country Trauma Center

Trauma Exposure in American Indian/Alaska Native Children (2008), Indian Country Child
Trauma Center

Working with Urban American Indian Families with Child Protection and Substance Abuse
Challenges (2007], Rocky Mountain Quality Improvement Center

Developing Native American Expertise in Social Work (2011], David Yeager, Social Work
Today, 11(5)

Tribal Law and Policy Institute

National Urban Indian Family Coalition: Urban Indian America: The Status of American
Indian and Alaska Native Children and Families Today

Indian Law Resource Center

American Indian Policy Center

American Indian Policy Institute

American Indian Health Resources

One Sky Center for American Indian/Alaska Native Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services
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Interactive Directory of Minnesota Indian Child Welfare Agencies, University of Minnesota—
Duluth (UMD) Department of Social Work

Center for Regional and Tribal Child Welfare Studies (CRTCWS]J, UMD

Leech Lake & White Earth American Indian Child Welfare Initiative [AICWI], MN DHS

Indian Child Welfare Act: Active Efforts, Best Practices, MN DHS

ICWA-MIFPA Social Worker Checklist, MN DHS

Indian Child Welfare Act Law Center, Minneapolis, MN

Cultural Competence Resources, CRTCWS

Sovereignty: The Heart of the Matter (2000), proceedings from a CASCW/CURA forum
Healing Native Spirits in MN Long-Term Foster Care, audio file from Public News Service
(2001)

Minneapolis American Indian Center

Profile of Populations on American Indian Reservations, Minnesota Department of
Administration

Minnesota Indian Affairs Council

Minnesota Indian Women’s Resource Center

Cultural Competency Guidelines for the Provision of Clinical Mental Health Services to
American Indians in the State of Minnesota (2003), MN DHS

How the land of the Dakota and the Ojibwe became the State of Minnesota (2010), audio file
from MPR interview on the Native American Minnesota site
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http://cbexpress.acf.hhs.gov/index.cfm?event=website.viewArticles&issueid=103&sectionid=2&articleid=2536
http://www.icctc.org/
http://childlaw.unm.edu/videos/ICWA2012/documents/TraumaFactsheet2009.pdf
http://www.americanhumane.org/assets/pdfs/children/pc-rmqic-dif-guide.pdf
http://www.americanhumane.org/assets/pdfs/children/pc-rmqic-dif-guide.pdf
http://www.socialworktoday.com/archive/092011p8.shtml
http://www.tribal-institute.org/lists/tlpi.htm
http://nuifc.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/NUIFC_Report2.pdf
http://nuifc.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/NUIFC_Report2.pdf
http://www.indianlaw.org/
http://www.americanindianpolicycenter.org/index.html
http://aipi.clas.asu.edu/
http://americanindianhealth.nlm.nih.gov/
http://www.oneskycenter.org/
http://www.oneskycenter.org/
http://www.d.umn.edu/icwmatrix/
http://www.duluth.umn.edu/sw/cw/index.html
http://cascw.umn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/FactSheetAICWIMay2008.pdf
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Legacy/DHS-5572-ENG
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Legacy/DHS-5224-ENG
http://www.icwlc.org/
http://www.duluth.umn.edu/sw/cw/resources.html
http://cascw.umn.edu/portfolio-items/sovereignty-the-heart-of-the-matter/
http://www.publicnewsservice.org/index.php?/content/article/24032-1
http://www.maicnet.org/
http://www.demography.state.mn.us/Cen2000profiles/Cen00Reservations.html
http://mn.gov/indianaffairs/
http://www.miwrc.org/
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Legacy/DHS-4086-ENG
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Legacy/DHS-4086-ENG
http://www.mprnews.org/story/2010/07/27/midday1

